It is said tast desonry is not a religion; hut iK@
described as s pecullar gystem of morality, veil&-@

allegory, anu illustrabed by symbols. Nevart Q, i
we were Lo accert a dletionary delfinition ’@a {<,

"relizion", we should be up auainst many o

Let me cuobe in briel Iroa hmubers @ ah Qns_ry

he recognition of sugerna@ wers
the uuty lying upon wan L ld o

these : The belief 1@ *Jz,@ rel enbodisent

PO U

of power, w:lsdan. 5 Uhe
universe and h la.t.ions with wan
the me zr ties oi love and

obedi :  Plely : any aysben of

-

fai% wor Q sawss of obuga.uoa and Jdliy .

\Q K‘%nt. die poasibiliy Lhat nssonry ngy be
shall provenly elaim ior iL thab it is
%b sL Xet all eubracing. IL peruibs of my Lfreeman
of uﬁw 859, sound judguent, snd strict worals, guallfying
for aduission Lo bLhe order, subject Lo a declaration ly
him thet bhere is a Supresne =nd Jivine Belng:. such an
aciknowl ediment subodies Lhe necessity {or subisdssion to
certain very siuple laws, or, in other words, @e have O
" gbgerve our duty Lo God, Lo our mei_hbor, and LO oursclves.
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is Lo our neighbor and ourselves, Shakespeare sisplifiss
matbers for us in "Haslet" when Polonius adviges Lasrtes -

This ghbove all -
To thine ownself be true;
And it must follow as the nmight the day,

i
*i;'x: nmemmumnaefalsemwamv\
B |

; &Jtpemmwecmdombe&m,aamsom.mé@lw

the charge given 40 us ab our inilialion, erejn is
e g laid down for us s simple code voth perf and' 2le.

L, ' It exyresses s sysbem of mrality, a&u& bime
previously, we have had just a m@\b o both

e sllegory (imitistion QMQ@ VR (1ihbs, column,
‘ and tools). &6 @

Our adudssion mnn;ﬁ,-ams 6& sbate of helpless
indigence was an i esentation of the entrance
of gll men on U (m Il existence. In point of

: simple faot "Q : - Wwe were brought forth from
neberial erial light, {rom spirituzl dariness

\\/ ‘ Lo sp@u . Our {irst avakening was Lo a close view
- ot’@n s thougn embleaabical, lights in
- \:§& 5@; and although of the S. and C. -we are destined
. . Qw \/Mt their uses wxl significations ab lster dabtes,
(P the Great Light merely blinks st us in our lodges, for it
| is werely opened and closed. And yet, very shortly, we
listen and give our undivided attention 40 a charge, usually
given by bthe J.i. What do we hear ¥
i Leb me recommend Lo your mwst serious conbesplabion

2 k- Therein you will D6 bauhib - + « o « & o = ¢ o s 2 0 =
S s - o s 3 :
~ - - e e SR SIS
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asxi Lo yourgelf.

he V.s.k. is to have cur mab serisus conteunlation -

spparently , howsver, nobt in lodge; end therefore it
be our home study. As thael is a duty lald upon i one

of us, and &s mmuismbmisbmmma@
lamguage, but rather secording L0 o gysba @orr&omiencea
and in parables, surely we muab help better
and a clegrer understanding of thq

That, I bLrust, is surﬁci m md reason

- Lfor this lecture; amni now I step Lo the

foundation or corner aw&@ @

It is customery % of all stately and
superb euifices uh L or fourkigtion gtone in the
Nei. corner @ mx@, On being admltbed 1mbo

BRSOy, We wWyre 9&&1, and the hope was expressed thal
frou | laid we sl it ralse a super-structure

% n 1&&9 ws and honorable L0 the builder.

T ex' ghysical bodies, bult wust have regard Lo our

= \umﬁz‘m were of usture sge, this hope could not
ek

u‘e and sctions — our cherscier — our real selves -
not what we might think or say, but whal we mght do.
“hilst the laying of the foundation md ht have had soae
reference to the physical worsi done oy the Masber ard his
Yardens, 1 uﬁ.nk‘ we agy sey uab Lhe candidabe made a Iresh
start in his spiritusl liie, e foundation of whlch was laid

in the heart and sdnd of the camiidate. I we can see o
admit MM mw is paved for mm

e T
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the rirst stone having been laid, (the heart amd wind

having been prepered), the candidate is Lo ralsc o
superstructure. To Jdo that he must have & plan and
materials, for who gmong us would comaence LO bulld even
a Pabbit hutoh or a plgeon pen without soms desisn ’
prepor-tion. Our plen, or model Lo which t
work, iz the temple. Our maberisls arc W10 @mnmt.ed
in the V.S.h. 40 which our attention has b 2 fa@pw
directed; aml yet, until we reach the (i 7 ;

opportunity for even reeding it m{‘{@m«

no
fow let us geb back Lo our je We

are to raise a suerstruciur fhis - s the idea of

a bullding - a Lemple. @m 9@ s why we hear so much

(or so little) sboul 3 's %.le, and mgy bDe that is
to be our patbern -@me never seen a piclure
por s eertain of magrificent buihﬁzg. Ye can
read chupt ua.@cuh and mervel ab its wonders and

beanly, &vﬂ&i—l@m}ie as Lo why we are Lold so umah
m&&o no plcture of the findshed siruciurs.

tecbs tell us that axy sbbeasl L rebulld

it in feilure. hy then are all these delalls

preserved LO us 7
obviously we are expected Lo be builders or worsers,

@m ¢ with dimensions and deballs handed cown Lo us

but not in an operative sense. Je are [resented with
tools and are told their uses, bubt are sdwonighed ab Lue
sane time to apply these tools to our worals, (weaning,
of course, our charscter foruation).
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For certain reassons I must exercise care in referring O
gome of these tools this evening. VWith Uhiree of Lhen we are
enabled Lo plan our work and lay oub Uhe ground for e
foundation of our structure. The comuon gavel and e
chigel sre our only real workin: wools, and then we ;\
sguare, level, and plumb rule, which ajain are fo*@cmm
our work. Apart therefore from the wmeans of g our

work and checking it as we progress, we &L@Mm
"the advantages of education” and he o £ .

There is a reason for t.his ve or
building tools. solomon's T thoul sound
of tools. All usberials m ‘%{ in advance Llab
every thing “went wgct.h eh niocus whicle.

Of the then knowm
mary detalls of the

These materials am
world, snd we ﬁnﬁ

timber, swm s ond gol It is

desiruble er formabtion or fouwnxistion should

not be & wm@. Let there be mo proclamation on
08 we are going Lo be or Lo do this, utab,

In our days of infency and childhood we may
hmdu and murmuring streans, tellin e world

go;ug to flood the seas; but when we reach
years of discretion we must become "still wabers Lhab run
deep” .

As mesons we should know sometiing about the early
preparations for the temple site. iing avid had ia bis
heart the wish to build the Lemple, Dub Lhal was forbidden
him. Hevertheless, he purchased ab his own expense Wie
threshin: {loor of /raunsh the Jebusile, wnu Lab is the



oA ANt e

R
andy 7|

-
TVE e e —

e, el
Wy o

,6,.‘,

very ground upon which the Lemple was budlb. iis own words
in regard to the transsction were “Neither will I offer
unto the Lord my God of that which doth cost me nothing.”
In addition to this provision of land, however, do not lst

us overlook the fact that this fishtine King stored u t
guentities of gold, silver, and other treasures bed
from his various enemles, end delinitely e thiese

for the service of the temple. He ulso %ﬁ Lier&/oi
e56

rulers in adjacent countries, and of

mosb nobable was Hiran, fing of m ;Q\he @may have
Jigeussed his original wish but }Qv.m
huild a teuple Lo his God.
heart's his son and

bs with Hiran, Sing of Iyre,
co-operabe with Solowon when
the necess: 7Y |\ w proacti e made Lo him. And s0 we {ind Uhab
mem%wm(@dm who were skilled workers in

\Qn ed in the work of felling ami fashioning
mnﬂ @a in large quantities.
* rxcs@ also Lold bhat Hiream, ding of lyre, provided
sal% th a peculiarly skilled man, Hirem ADLLf, who was
probably the architect of the building, providing the wany
overseers with the necessary plang, himsell supsrinbending
the work and in particular dealing with the casting of Uie
pillars and many vessels detalled for use in the touple.

The foundations were to be "great stomes, costly stones,

. "and hewed stones” .
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To cuote again -

"and the house, when it was in bullding, wes buill of stone
"made ready before it was brought thither: so thabl Uiere was
"neither hamuer nor axe nor oy tool of iron heerd in the
"house, while it was in building.”

‘ﬁle fear of the sffects of lightming may have had
gomebthing Lo do with the commend mob L0 use o Lol of
iron upon the building. Cerbain superstiiions, horever,
st not be overlocked. The use or pressuce of\1rcn has
been and still is rigorously excluded (rom noisevration and
other initistory ceremonies smorny Louvh elvilised and
uncivilised people. Its preseice mighc inberiere wiuh
the flow of magnetiss from W@ bo yea, say from priest
to novice. (Mention tig naked e LO mother sarth or
to virgin stone.)

The stonesquwers ware called "glblims”, ond il would
be of immersy :aterest 1l we could be Lold how they carried
out thell work, and bow bhey btransporbted their finished
stonea frum guamy Lo final position. 1In Lie "sundgy

: pespavea” ef toth July 1733 it is sbebed by ‘rofessor

A, A. lGmcil thet the Hebrews cul the enormous blocks of
stone with radium which bhey called the schamir or schiuar.
Phis was brought from a secreb hiding place in ue
muntains. It was no bigeer than a grain of bariey, bub
so powerful was the foree oi ibs invisible ray tab in
order Lo preserve onesell it was necessary Lo encloge it
in a lesden shell lined with linseed ilour. It wes
gufficient to trace a line on the rock amd to apply the
sohamir or schimar, when the rocks split silently from
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portion of the Lemple rested on solid 3
rock; but what of the sizes of the next stones. (Ihree such
as these, but not in the temple, are sald Lo megsure
respectively 63, 635 and 64 fest long by 13 feet square.
Another is recorded as 70 feet long by 14 feetb square, or
say 13,720 cubic feet. All these have aclually heen cut
out of the rock.) B8iblicel recorus of Liye Gruple mention
foundation stones of 15 fect sguare (or cuhe), aru 12 feet
square (or cube) for the resaining fou’ Couwrsis, uvhab is
caloulating a cubit as 18 inches. "\ IbL 18 .10 De regretied
thet the sacred historian has not Lold Us aow Lhese
extreordinary dimensions weré handlel, for in addition Lo

the weight of probably ({z:e than W0 wons, Lhere was Wic uass

of 3375 cubic feet o slone wd ibs umwieldiness wilh whidch
%o conbend.

The Kinguon of God 34 freely likened to a temple and
nownere usre ireely than in cralt ceremwndes; and Lhese
further ihstrust s that it ought Lo be the [reeuason's

idsal~4n be/reiit up in thab bemple as = living sione.

The cudstle Peter, whose very nsae is the synory. for
a rock, \zives a new turn Lo the syubolisu, when he says :-

Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue,

and to virtue knowledie, ond Lo knowledge temperance,
and Lo bemperance patience, and Lo patience godliness,
and to godliness brotherly kindness, and L0 brobherly
kindness charity. (2 Peter 1. 5v.;

R

8

wop a; botwewh gg _;2 e m'fwﬂ beig, grfeouy mxo,o’o'g.
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This is his defimition of the erection of a perfect
character, which he likens (o a seven—-storey house. The
foundation gtone is faith, and i is not difficult Lo see
the applicability of the gyubolism. The root or foundation
of every men's charscber mist be his convictions. mi@p

foundation stone is first of all well and trru].y bed
roci if possible, and therealter is hidden out. ,_.fxta.

never ggain to be disturbed or even inspec 80 a
man's convictions ought never to be m

gven Lo come oubt into the open. eoncarned
with them, but only wiih mst. ﬁrect. thiereon, wid 80,

little by little, charactor nabing in bhat

mmummamé\ - charitye .
(Hence agerin the um the chearge vhich

forbids us to di religion.,
Now we will m&erialsmbeuwdin

building our « These are stone, iron,
silver,

us conversant with the morals Lo be
working tools, jewels, colums,
eot ashlars, ete. In our every dey specch
' e of corresgondences when we speaik of g wan. Of
mxaw that he is & "white man", of others, a sneak
(or snake), & donkey or an ass, a bear, a lion (or lion
hearted), a vulbure, or & dog. The labier mey have o Zood
or a bed 61‘ even a jocular sllugion. Ve know at once Wiab

., is meant.  We refer also to some wen &s "pillars” of

' soeiety, of the state, or of the church. e say olso thab
tmtsmwmwuorma&zmpoﬁum
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A square man is a man #ho gives a sguare deal.

In shape or form the man is not sguare, bubl when we speak
of him in this way we lnow iLhiat he is one wiwo acts
"on the sqguare” - who gives an honest deal, and cun be
trusted accordimzly. je pay even refer Lo him as an
upright man; slthough physically he may be very e oub
of pluumb,

similarly, throughout the inspired bolls ol Wiz Vesel.
we Tind words snd phrases that can be similarly coplied and
understood. We all appreciaste thab gold; raarls, and
precious stones must have g good sigdfication of e
highest importance. The sirveus oi tho new Jerusaleu are
of pure gold, clesr as crys'a): eacly Jute a single pearl:
and so on. Almost evelv articlo-there is sald Lo de of
gold. Evidently the porfecllon of goodness.  caruents
are vhite — evidowe of murily. Now urhewn rock or virgin
stone corresionis Lo faalli, which as you know is fixed
and unalisrable, altaocugh our view of 1t agy be Irow
perhsis one anils onlye. With our tLools of iron, our

lozicul Peascoiag power develcped and lmproved by our

ajucatica; we may bake our rough block Irom the guarty
of Lrutiy, and shape it (often for our own ends) and wase
of it the fourdation of our own life and cheracter.

noes it mabter very seriocusly if we fall Lo see aml WO
comprehend all that is ssid and written about the sternal
rocks, snd how these may be quarried and brouhib o use 7
ve can still maintain our interest, anc bring our owm
problems, our rough ashlars, Lo the masber Ior his sdvice.
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He holds and conbrols the Lools Lo check our work, and has

been given Lhe seat of wisdom, bthe chair of King sSolomon,
for the very purpose of helping us.

I have purpogely referred L0 rock and stone in the
first instence becsmuse these correspond Lo natursl tralh,
the very foundstion of all our kmwiedge. The age‘\oi soue
rock mgy be thousands, perhaps millions, of yeiru.
Virgin stone corresponds 4o natural truth. . e brith
relating to wireless, cancer, radium, asstronomy,eclogy,
and much more, has aslways existed, buttman has had to "dig”
it out (as we say) for himself ouei\ the sges, before he could
apply it or make use of it. . [(In als ssuven and rescarch
ne hes used his chisel ard “éher tLeolsof irvon (the sdvanbages
of education - his reascang powess ). Afterwards, when
the discovered brutl beéame rlowa, or mgle clear, or was
finally shaped, Ahe tools used in discovery and preparstion
were no lopgev cequirsd ia pubbing such tLruth to use.
Hence no ysound of Lrols.

Hor very slayly the truth has emerged, amd how often

there iius béen only a velled appearame {for a long time.

svmilanly now far has our knowledge advanced of the virgin
stone oy rocks of Gthe earth 7 Our working of quarries on
the Malvern hills arc merely scars compeped with the millions
of tons that remnain hidden from view., Quite recently we
were Lold of an estimated guantity of 500 million tons of
iron ore that is Lo be comverted in the midlends and ab the
very point at which it is to be gotuen. Discovery follows
discovery, even in this smell country; and yeb we arc pard
only of one suall earth.
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tow vast, therefore, mst be the untold wealbh or truth
of the umiverse. Ve heve scarcely scratched the surface,
ohysically, over some thousands of years; and this Tact should
help us to agpreeciate, thersfore, how mich more of Lruth
reugins hidden snd velled from our view. It is thers oo be
sousht afber for thousands of years LO come. Comoeratively,
it is easy neither to quarry nor Lo shape, and i) thls respeci
its correspondence Lo natural btruth is mosi evident.

iron is another form of correspondence of bLruth. It
corresponds LO truth froms reasoning < 1vom Zojucal reasoning.
The harcness and even the original form of\ the rock-like
ore has been changed by blasting, erushing, snd smelting,
back to molten form, followii /by cleunsing; snd is then
nammered into forms of usefulness FOr our many LUrLOSSs.

In our every day lalguage me \speax of hamuering out the
truth of o matbary © Actiaelly we do more thsn thab. Ve try
out the metter .n ways cimiler to the blasting, crushing,
gnelting, and clean(ng, so as Lo eliminate all falsities
and Joourities.

The higieat form of truth is represented Ly silver.
Lilver corresponds to truth from love. Our thoughbs, both
silent and expressed, are said to be "silver”: we also say,
if speech is silver, silence is gold. (fhe psslmist =
Try me as silver is bried — by fire.)

%e have thus dealt very briefly with three forms of

- truth revresented in the V.5.L. by stone, iron, and silver.

sexb lot us deal with three forms of love or goodness,
that is, s represented by gold, brass, and wood.
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Gold corresponis Lo obedlence Ifrom love or _oodness.
There is a quietness aboub ibL, dgnity, and solidty. It
too has passed through the flasss (0 refinement.

Brass - natural good, hard and practicsl, to be found
in our every dgy lives. It shouls, sometimes, bul oudt
not Lo do so.

wood corresporxls LO good done LO schieve (=g, merii,
or the kingdom of heaven.

The goodness and truth as just menticned mgy of
divided into three stages, nanely -~ .
our first stage. #e work in won@ and stone, thot is, we

work to win prizes; Or'from gelf interest.
our second sbage. e work %n/brasq and irom, that is, we
penelrobe into the reason of things; we
4o “good froa ,jud@m. Truth is
raticnally thougnt outb.
Qur third stigs, Vervnior the religious life, thal is, we
roguire pold and silver end work in bthen.

Our work is gold.
Our thoughts sre silver.

Ane wow that we have collected and exguined briefly this
vast heup of building maberiels, whal are we _oing bto do with
them. The whole is slwost useless unless and until brou ht
together in sorreel proportions. '-.i;fe‘ﬁm no directions
whatsoever as to the use of wortar, cement, or ary other
type of binding material so far ss Lhis relabtes Lo Lhe
temple of solomon, bub in conmnection with the first
tabernacle we have the command of woses "And all the pins
"thersof, and all the pins of the court, shall be of brass”.

T =
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For "pins” I think we wagy read "nalls”; and then agein, it
seems L0 me that "we come down Lo brass tacks" or the
things that reslly matter.

Nails or pins are necessary for gll types of bulldin:,
whether house, shed, or chursh. The safely of thg ulruclure
depends on the various msberials bein, securely lheld Logstier;
and if the pins fail we soon have a ruin.

It is equally true when we Pegard tie numen Hearss as
a temple of love. e have secn thab Orass porre.onds O
natural good ~ hard and practicsl. ‘small achs of natural
good are essential in our every duy 1lifs, wnd these are lhe
pins of brass, the brass tocks if you iike. 2 good bullder
sees Lo it that his neils‘are nolr tly well placed, bul are
hidden from view. IG/ig when s» hidden thal they sre doling
most good. Similqrly; it wist be so with us. Sach litile
act of kindneas \zhould De)hidden avgy. The good acts of
life must be performel in secrebt as Tar as possible, and nol
done ot *hy strest corners Lo De scen of men.

The plates o gold upon the altar needed plns of brass

“tovhold trem-in position. Our love (o Lhe Lord must be

gecured %y acts of service to our fellow umen.

“he silver coverings of the pillars of our tenple,
(or those wonderful truths we like to contemplaebe), will
surely loosen or fall mwsy if the amets of service — the
brass pins — are missing.

Just as nells of gold or of silver would De useless as
nails, so love, goodness, and Lruth, must ultimebe Uicugelves
in good deeds.
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The very existence of s heaven depends on use, his -
is more easily seen il we consider our love of g frieni or
relative. The more inbense the love, the greater the
willingness Lo perform acts of service, however lowly, Lo
shew and sustain that love.

It is reported that s negro, who was liberabed by
the President lLincoln, so loved e man that hé oilered Lo
black his boots every morning Lo shew that\Noka, W brass
nall supportin: golden love.

One peculiarity of brass is thal [t/ sorca‘tarnishics.
our natural good calls for consbam ubtbention and to be
kept in use. ye must not regtboa our Lars, relying on
good done in the pasb, but “ome down Lo every day acts of
service — 40 brass back(. Howevid huuble our work may be,
if done in the right szirit, \wevare driving home the brass
nailg that make the building secure for its higher uses.
There can be L0 excusr; nowever, for our failure Lo
understernd snd to uge the brass tacks. Dally ouporiunilbies
will ocouy, and.somebtimes the nalls will be used in

- eonjunstion/#itn wood, or it mgy be old, or both. And
T.a0 we mey-raalise the promise to be found in the V.5.l.

"For brass I will bring gold - - "
That is from lowly services here we ghall be called Lo
more exalited use in the kingdom of love, signilied hy gold.



Pleasse do nob regard or stleupt Lo regard this
endeavour on my part Lo entertain you as an insinuaition,
as & mounting of the pulpit (which we do not pasaeu) '(/
or ss an unwarrsnted enlsrgement of oy office as Oh
to "preach". Ve may possess a beautiful we
may "find" a delightful growth of say ripe b
Either or both provide a feast for cur

e
when the crop is gzathered and a good @ct&%&w
before us with an invitation to "ot we can
aporeciste the fruit Lo the \Q @t.he sane way,
it has been my endeavour Lo &hct. @ of the ripe fruit
88 lay within my vision to place iL before
you in the hope M & to your palabe, will
not cause mdigos mt. s may be, stimulate the

search for undoubtedly hidden awgy and
to be disco W’ﬁm of us.
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